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Paul & Barnabas (Acts 13-14)







      
Main Point: Encourage one another to follow Jesus.

Key Verse: So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are already doing. – 

1 Thessalonians 5:11 NLT

Materials: Age appropriate Word Search for each student; (Additional activity: paper, markers)

Hands on Application:

· Say: I’m certain we’ve all received some kind of encouragement– in fact, most of us probably receive encouragement almost every day! Maybe somebody encouraged you to try a new sport, encouraged you to do the right thing in a sticky situation, or encouraged you when you were just having a bad day. Who are some people that encourage you?  Wait for students’ responses. Feel free to share an instance when someone has encouraged you.

· Say: It is a great feeling to be encouraged! It is also important to encourage others. Will someone look up and read 1 Thessalonians 5:11? Have a volunteer look up and read 1 Thessalonians 5:11. The Bible commands us to encourage each other – it’s really important! But what does it mean to encourage someone? Wait for students to answer. Encouragement can be as simple as a kind word to someone. Encouragement often means searching for and pointing out good things in situations that seem difficult. Barnabas did this when the believers didn’t trust Paul at first, and later when Paul preached in foreign cities.
· Say: Today we’re going to see how we can search for good things among bad things. Hand out a Word Search to each student. Say: I want you to find and circle ONLY the encouraging words. (Note to teacher: The following encouraging words can be found in the word search:  Older Kids’ Puzzle: Kindness, Praise, Hope, Encouragement, God’s Word, Love, Joy, Build, Smile, Help. Younger Kids’ Puzzle: Joy, Hope. Praise, Love, Help, Smile.) As students work, say: In life, just like in your puzzle, there are lots of difficult things, so we must take the time to find and speak encouraging words to others.
Group Discussion: 
· Say: It is important to encourage the people around us every day. And there is one thing that we are to encourage others to do that is more important than anything else. Does anyone know what that is? To follow Jesus! Remember our lesson today? Everything Barnabas did or said encouraged the believers to be strong in following Jesus. The best way to encourage someone is by using God’s own words! Let’s look at just a couple examples of Bible verses that can encourage someone. Have a student look up and read Romans 8:28. Ask: How could this verse encourage a friend who is having a bad day? Have a student look up and read Joshua 1:9. Ask: How could this verse encourage a friend who is afraid on the first day of school? Listen to students’ responses. God’s words are the most encouraging words of all!

Additional Activity: 
· Hand out a sheet of paper to each student. Ask students to write an encouraging note to someone they know – parents, friends, or anyone else. Younger students may draw a picture to encourage someone. Ask students to pray for the person before giving him or her the note or drawing. (Students can finish this at home if they run out of time.)
Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your students will be encouraging to others around them to believe in Jesus every day. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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Puzzle for older students:
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Puzzle for younger students:
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Search for words of encouragement below. Search for words of encouragement below.
Circle ONLY the encouraging words! Circle ONLY the encouraging words!
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